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VoL. XXVIII. 


H.A.S. Licentiates : Existinc PRACTITIONERS. 


Thirty years ago, the members of the R.C.V.S. 
were much fewer than to-day ; while the number of 
legally recognised veterinary practitioners outside 
the R.C.V.S. was quite large. We have augmented 
in numbers since then ; while the others, not being 
recruitable, have dwindled to within measurable 
distance of disappearance. 

The old Licentiates of the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society, though not recognised by Charter 
as professional men, were really quite equal in 
training and examination to our own members—a 
fact which the R.C.V.S. finally recognised by 
admitting them within our ranks without exam- 
. ination. Prior to that, many who obtained the 
H.A.S. licence also passed our examinations; and a 
good number of our members to-day—including 
some of our best men—are also licentiates of the 
H.A.S. Some, however, did not enter the R.C.V.S., 
but were content to practise with the licence alone. 
The number of these is now very small; and their 
effective total must be still smaller. Only 78 
appear in the current Register; and the licences of 
exactly two-thirds of these date back fifty years or 
more—some much more —while the most recent 
licence is dated 1876. Many of these men must be 
no longer in practice ; and it cannot be ag ry 
before the number still practising on the H.A.S. 
licence alone will be practically nz/. 

The “Registered Existing Practitioners’ are 
also fast disappearing. In the Register of 1908— 
the first that was fully prepared by our present 
Registrar—there were 319 names of Existing Prac- 
titioners. In this year’s Register there are only 
178. This big fall in seven years shows what we 
may expect. Registered men were only required 
to produce evidence of having been in practice from 
1876; and, therefore, not all of them are necessarily 
old men. It is quite conceivable that a few of them 
may be still living two or even three decades hence. 
But, in less than one decade, so few of them will 
be left in active practice that their collective oppo- 
sition will be negligible. 

Middle-aged members will remember that the 
opposition of registered men was once very serious 
indeed. At one time there were roughly about two 
of them to five of us upon the Register; and, as 
most of them were in England and Wales, their 
proportion there was higher. But the days are 
coming in which members of the R.C.V.S. will 
have no opposition except that which is absolutely 
unqualified and unlicensed—and one of our most 
pressing problems is how best to deal with that. 


‘ 


RUPTURE OF THE STOMACH. 
By W. R. Davis, m.R.c.v.s. 


A cart mare, four years old, had a sinuous wound 
in the left abdominal wall midway between the 
last rib and the stifle. Pus was constantly dropping 
from the wound, and the owner, who had bought 
the mare as a two-year-old, asked me to examine 
her and see if a cure could be effected. I cast the 
mare, and on introducing a probe found that there 
appeared to be two directions in which it would 
pass. One went apparently directly into the ab- 
dominal cavity; the other followed a course that 
ran deeply in the abdominal wall towards the ribs. 
The owner was not very keen to have the sinus 
traced by incision, as the patient did not appear to 
suffer any inconvenience from the wound, and he 
had heard that it was present when the mare was 
foaled; and I did not press to cut to the bottom of 
track under these conditions, but contented myself 
with having the sinus syringed out with diluted 
Burnett’s Fluid. 

After my examination the mare worked for a year 
and was in excellent condition, but pus still kept 
discharging from the orifice in the abdominal wall. 

Two months ago the mare had an attack of 
catarrhal fever and was laid off for a week. When 
she had recovered, and before she was put to work, 
I was called to attend her for a rather severe attack 
of constipation and colic, which I attributed to too 
liberal feeding with tares. -Ten days after this 
she had another attack of colic which lasted all 
day. On recovery she was put to work. 

On Sunday morning, July 25th, I was again 
called to the mare, and found her the subject of a 
severe attack of abdominal pain. A draught con- 
taining turpentine and oil of peppermint had been 
given before my arrival. The pain was not ex- 
tremely acute, though the patient could not be kept 
on her feet. When she was down she would lie 
sometimes on the side, sometimes on the breast, 
and occasionally would roll partly over and remain 
on the back for a quarter of an hour at a time. 
Flatus was passed and eructations were not infre- 
quent; some soft feces were passed. On rectal 
examination, though no faces were reached, the 
intestines appeared to be normal. 1 came to the 
conclusion that the pain ought to be referred to the 
stomach, and that it was a case of overloading and 
gastric tympany. 

The treatment consisted of enemas, and of 
draughts containing ammon. carb., ether, oil of 
peppermint, carbolic acid, and a physic ball. I left 
the mare at night, and on going early the next 
morning found her making attempts to vomit and 
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to be in a dying condition; she died half an hour 
hour after my arrival. 

Post-mortem. On opening the abdomen a large 
quantity of greenish uid escaped, and below the 
stomach, which showed a large rent in its villous 
portion, was a tightly compacted mass of stomach 
contents free in the abdomen. Attached to the wall 
of the colon and to the abdominal parietes opposite 
the opening of the sinus I found a thick band of 
tissue, gelatinous externally and condensed within. 
Where this joined the abdomen the peritoneum was 
thickened, and for a hand’s breadth anteriorly the 
subjacent tissues were also greatly thickened, 
and on slitting this up, following a probe introduced 
from the outside, a piece of twisted wire two inches 
long was discovered. It is evident that the wire 
had been swallowed, and after piercing the bowel 
had made its way into the abdominal wall and tra- 
velled in its thickness in a forward direction to- 
wards the ribs. 

The adhesion of the bowel to the abdominal 
a was doubtless the means of setting up 

igestive troubles, to which may be attributed the 
previous colics, and the final gastric tympany and 
rupture. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE ACTION OF ARSENICAL DIPs IN PREVENTING 
Tick INFESTATION. 


H.W. Graybill has published (Journal of Parasit- 
*Sopt., Vi 


ology, 1914, Sept., Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 48-49) an 
article upon this subject. A previous paper by the 
author upon the same subject was published by the 
Bureau of Animal Industry in 1913, and the results 
obtained by the experiments recorded in that paper 
showed that cattle dipped in an arsenical dip are 
protected from becoming infested with ticks for two 
days, but not for five. 

he experiments referred to in the present com- 
munication were carried out with the object of 
ascertaining whether such dipping confers any pro- 
tection for three of four days, and whether any 
mortality occurs among ticks placed upon or matu- 
ring upon immune animals that have been dipped 
on a number of occasions at intervals of one or two 
weeks. 

The dip used contained eight pounds of white 
arsenic to 500 gallons, but no pine tar was mixed 
with it. 

In the first experiments non-immune calves had 

upon them seed ticks at intervals of three 
and four days after dipping, ether similar calves 
being left as controls. It was found that while the 
animals were not absolutely protected from the 
ticks the infestation in the dipped animals was 
lighter than in the controls, and, in view of the fact 
that no dead nymphs were found, it would appear 
that the lighter infestation was due to an action of 
the dip upon the larve. 

The second experiment was primarily intended to 
show whether ticks that have matured on animals 
that have been regularly dipped show any mortality 
after dropping off. 


Immune calves were divided into three groups. 
One group was dipped four times at intervals of two 
weeks, a second group was di four times at 
intervals of one week, and the third batch were left 
as controls. The ticks were applied five days after 
the last dipping. The results showed that the dip- 
ping does not prevent infestation entirely, but that 
it reduces it to some extent when the animals are 
dipped at intervals of a week. The ticks collected 
showed no abnormality in connection with ovi- 
position and the number of eggs hatching, and the 
mortality was normal.—(Tropical Veterinary Bulle- 
tin.) 

THREE CASES OF Equine ALOPECIA. 


Fayet and Tortique, two army veterinary surgeons, 
have recorded (Revue Vét. de Toulouse) the follow- 
ing three cases. 

n two of these cases, the appearance of alopecia 
followed upon the application of the actual cautery. 
The first case was a very nervous thorough-bred 
horse, eight years old. Eight days after firing, 
hairless patches appeared on the chest wall of this 
animal, without any perceptible irritation. 

The second case was an eight-year-old thorough- 
bred; and, as in the first case, the loss of hair 
appeared eight days after firing. In this case the 
hair was lost over almost the whole of the body. 
The authors attribute both these cases to vaso- 
motor disturbances. 

The third case was as follows. In a half-bred 
mare, five years old, an almost total alopecia 
appeared without any assignable cause. At first, 
hairless places the size of the palm of the hand, 
many of which were beset with small fissures and 
were slightly moist, appeared at different parts of 
the body. After about three months the mare had 
become almost completely bare, like a Chinese dog. 
At this time a slight cedema appeared on the under 
surface of the thorax and abdomen; but this soon 
disappeared. Microscopic examinations of the 
dung and blood were made; but no parasitic cause 
of the disease could be demonstrated. The hairs 
soon grew again.—( Berliner Tier. Woch.) 

W. RB. C. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[NationaL V.M.A. SouTHEeRN Brancu.]} 


The concluding mates of the session was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, on Thursday, July Ist, Mr. F. W. 
Willett (President) in the chair. The following Fellows 
signed the attendance book :—Messrs. G. H. Livesey, R. 
Eaglesham, Sydney H. Slocock, J. Willett, R. J. Fore- 
man, acdonald, G. 8. Heatley, B. Gorton, J. 
avis, H. D. Jones, ay ueen, and 
MacCormack (Hon. Sec.). 4. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Willett, seconded by Mr. R. 
J. Foreman, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read, and confirmed. 

Correspondence. Letters were received from Prof. 
pay wiper and Mr. J. W. McIntosh, regretting inability 
to be present. 

The Secretary reported that Mr. Bennett had joined 
His Majesty’s ean and was unable to attend the 
meeting. He also read a letter from Major J. J. Griffiths, 
resigning his membership of the Society. 
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On the motion of Prof. Macqueen, the resignation was 
accepted with regret. 

The PRESIDENT stated that since the last meeting one 
of the fellows, Lieut. J. W. Brownless, had been killed 
in the Dardanelles. He moved a vote of sympathy 
with Lieut. Brownless’ relatives. 

The motion was carried by the members standing. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. EaGuesHaM showed a fractured pedal bone of an 
aged London vanner. The animal had been laid up for 
four or five months with meningitis, attacks of which it 
was subject to. On being brought out one day into a 
paved yard for examination, it was seized with one of 
these in attacks, becoming violent, convulsive, and 
throwing itself down violently in the yard ; on rising it 
was found to be very lame in the off fore leg, and 
scarcely able to mark the ground with the foot. A 
fracture was suspected within the foot, and as the ani- 
mal was useless from the brain disease it was destroyed. 
The post-mortem examination showed fracture of the 

bone, the bone being almost fractured through 
the centre, the result of violence probably when the 
horse was struggling. 

Mr. Livesry exhibited the rectum of a mongrel fox 
terrier. The dog, it was said, had been suffering for 
five months from constipation with impacted feces, but 
on seeing him he was not satisfied that it was a case of 
constipation at all. When the animal tried to defecate 
he would squat down and strain, with his head in the 
air and his mouth wide open. On examination the 
forefinger could not be got inside the anus, which was 
hard and contracted, and appeared to be the seat of 
adenoma. A catheter could not be passed more 
than two inches. There were enlarged glands in the 
abdomen. 

The dog was destroyed, and on post-mortem the 
rectum was found to be contracted, with the wall hard 
and invaded from the outside by some new growth 
having the appearance of tubercle. There were growths, 

'y fat and partly hard globules in the omentum, the 

idney, the liver, and on the peritoneal wall of the 
abdomen. It would seem that the dog felt an obstruc- 
tion and had a feeling of fulness which caused him con- 
stantly to wish to defecate. He did not know the 
nature of the growths. The prostate gland was en- 
larged, but not sufficieatly to cause trouble. 

r. MACDONALD mentioned a case similar to that of 
Mr. lesham. The animal made a false step when 
working in the street and fell lame in a hind foot. 
There was pain in front of the frog, and in a day or two 
pus formed. The case did not yield to treatment and a 
ringbone formed. He was blistered, and went to work 
again after a few months rest, and worked quite well 
except that he was rather inclined to go on his heel. 
About six months later he dropped dead in the street 
from ruptured heart. On post-mortem a fracture was 
found affecting the articular surface, but the bone had 
not divided ; it was more of a bad crack. 

Mr. ALmonp brought forward a case of a six-year-old 
fox terrier dog which had developed a habit at inter- 
mittent periods of snapping at imaginary flies. There 
did not appear to b2 any irritation of the eyes or ears, 
and the dog seemed quite healthy. 

Mr. Stocock remembered that he had recently had a 
case of tetanus in a pig, and within a week his assistant, 
Mr. A. A. Higgins, saw another case. The symptoms 
were most pronounced. The two cases occurred within 
three miles of each other. 

_Mr. Foreman said he had had a case of a dog sna 
ping in connection with epileptic fits. The dog would 

lt away for hours at a time, and come in a very 
draggled condition. He castrated the animal and stopped 
the running away, but he did not know whether it 
stopped the snapping. He had a number of cases of 


enquiry turned out to be 
it. 


Mr. ALMOND said that in his case there were no signs 
of 
_ Prof. MacQuEEN said he knew of no case of tetanus 
in the Pig. 

The PRESIDENT said he had seen one or two cases in 
the pig years ago which he thought was tetanus, but 
was not sure. 

Mr. Stocockx said both the pigs had been recently 
castrated, but not by the same man. There were cas- 
tration wounds. 


Compusory PUPILAGE. 


The Presmpent read the circular letter from the 
on tp Counties V.M.A., enclosing the following reso- 
ution :— 

“That in view of the great scarcity of veterinary sur- 
geons the time has arrived to encourage the geen 
of practical men, and that this can be only obtained by 
the compulsory oP of students for at least twelve 
months with a qualified veterinary surgeon prior to 
admitted asa student at any of the Veterinary 

eges. 

He said his own view was that the present was not 
the time to discuss the subject. Very few of the prac- 
titioners could be troubled with pupils just now. 

Mr. Upton said the profession was in a very critical 
condition, and ple in his district were going to 
quack men or self-taught men. He was well acquainted 
with country practice, and was bound to say that a 
young man who buried himself in a country district 
with a certificate was a fool. He knew seven or eight 
places in his own district where qualified men were 
giving up practice. The veterinary , en appeared 
to him to be breaking up. The Colleges were fostering 
the Cogs of training men for official work ; the Colleges 
would have to train men for officialism, and the prac- 
titioners train them for general By yee Unqualified 
practitioners were holding the field both in dentistry 
and veterinary surgery, and it was for the general prac- 
titioner to work out his own salvation, use the 
Colleges seemed to be working for the destruction of 
the profession. He had been told by an old practitioner 
that it was no use entering the honourable ranks of the 
veterinary surgeon unless a man was 18 carat. 

Mr. Stocock said there was as goed a chance of a 
veterinary surgeon getting a living eye and well 
to-day as ever there had been. The Colleges were 
turning eut veterinary surgeons as good as ever were 
turned out. The veterinary profession were showing 
that they had amongst their numbers men who were 
doing good work in helping the country as it should be 
helped in its present need. In his opinion this was not 
the time for the question of pupilage to be brought for- 
ward at all. The useful lad ef more than school age 


could devote his time for a year or two to come in pre- 
ing some of the necessities of war, a war that wei ved 
eavily on the minds of all right thinking people. When 
the days of peace came then the Society might give 
some consideration to the question of whether a man 
should devote a year or two asa pupil to a veterinary 


surgeon. 

the s tion that the matter 
was not one for discussion at the present time. No 
doubt every man wished for some practical knowledge, 
which could only be obtained in daily practice, and not 
in a lecture room ; but the subject might be discussed 
when peace was declared, and he thought the reply to 
the Eastern Counties Association should be to the effect 
that the Central Veteri Society was quite favour- 
able to the idea of inc upilage, but did not think 
the time of war was one for the subject to be proceeded 
with ; he moved that as a resolution. 


Mr. MacCormack seconded the motion. 
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Mr. ALMonp supported it. He thought it was evi- 
dent that there were not enough students to-day, and 
compulsory pupilage instituted at the present time 
would add additional hindrance to the access of 
students. 

Mr. Liveszy said the question would open up a vast 
field of discussion. It would have to be a recommenda- 
to the Royal College, which would have to pass a Bye- 
law, and the College could not recommend compulso 
pupilage unless it could recommend suitable men wit 
whom the pupilage could be passed, and that would 
involve a national register of competent veterinary sur- 
geons. Many men entered College when of mature 

and it would be difficult to say that they should 
spend one or two years of pupilage before entering. 

Mr. HeatLey thought it was desirable for a young 
man entering the profession to know something about 
the animals with which he had to deal. He remem- 
bered a man in Edinburgh, who came from London, 
who had never had a horse or cow or pig under his 
observation in his life, and it was a source of annoyance 
to him that he could not acquire the practical informa- 
tion which other men had received on farms. He did 
not know that it would do harm to the profession if 
men before joining had some practical experience. He 

uite reared | however, that the time was not ripe for 
iscussing the matter. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN pointed out that on the agenda 
it was distinctly stated that the subject was to be dis- 
cussed, and a resolution that it should not be discussed 
was out of order. 

Mr. Stocock asked whether the Fellows were dis- 
cussing the letter or compulsory pupilage ? 

The CHAIRMAN said the letter. 

Mr. Stocock said in that case he contended the pro- 
posed reply was the fitting one. 

Mr. Upton said somebody had to do the rough 
country work and men had to be trained to doit. It 
was not worth a man qualifying to earn £2 or £2 10s. 
a week. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN had no desire to prolong a discussion 
on the subject if it was not agreeable te the Fellows. It 
had been said that the present was not an opportune 
time to discuss the matter, but in his view it was the 
most ——— time, because there was little or nothing 
else before the profession. _If it was the opinion of the 
majority of the profession that there should be compul- 
sory pupilage, now was the time to set the ball rolling 
snd fee the Societies to discuss the best way of carrying 
out the views of those who maintained that compulsory 
pupilage was good for the profession. He offered no 
opinion with regard to compulsory pupilage at the 
moment, but certainly ee Se was no objection 
to its discussion. At the tern Counties meetin 
when the letter was issued he understood it was capenl 
that the compulsory pupilage sought by the promoters 
was to cover the intervals between the sessions at 
College, so that students instead of wasting their time 
doing nothing for a period of three months each year 
might use that time under the supervision of qualified 
practitioners. What was the objection to that sort of 
compulsory pupilage? At the present time it was 
adopted ov vera | by many students, and there was 
not the slightest doubt that if it were compulsory it 
would be distinctly advantageous. It would also lead 
to benefit to eg ae Whoever had charge of the 
scheme would have to initiate some method of standard- 
ising the capabilities of practitioners who might be 
selected to supervise the tuition of pupils, and those 
who accepted the responsibility of taking charge of 
pupils would have to show that their practice was of 
such a character and extent as to justify their appoint- 


ment in that capacity. 


Mr. J. W1LLeTT was sure the Fellows agreed with 
Professor Macqueen in regard to the student = 
a veterinary surgeon in the interim between his College 
sessions, but he personally did not agree with Prof. 
Macqueen when he said that that was what was meant, 
for the resolution sent by the Eastern Counties’ Society 
distinctly spoke of the student being for at least twelve 
months with a qualified veterinary surgeon prior to 
being admitted as a student. Considering the great 
scarcity of students presenting themselves now, that 
would certainly create another difficulty and tend 
further to lessen the number of students applying for 
admission to the Colleges. 

Mr. Stocock was not opposed to a student serving 
some of his time with a practitioner, as it was scarcely 

ssible to imagine how he could get practical know- 
Rags otherwise. He had served as a pupil himself and 
found it of great advantage. All he contended was that 
the present was not the time to discuss the matter. 
There were arguments for and against, and he believed 
the arguments for would very much outweigh the 
arguments against. He believed it was far the best way 
for the student to put in his time between College 
terms. To make a successful veterinary surgeon a boy 
should be kept at school until he was seventeen and 
have a good educational grounding before starting his 
professional training, and he could pick up a tremendous 
amount of knowledge with a practitioner during 
the vacations. 

Mr. J. Witterr agreed that a man after leaving 
College should go with a qualified practitioner and not 
waste his time. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said the point before the meeti 
was the resolution pro 7 Mr. Livesey and second- 
ed by Mr. MacCormack, and if there was no amendment 
that should be put to the meeting. 

Mr. J. WILLETT proposed as an amendment, “ That 
the Society is thoroughly in agreement that a student 
should be bound to go with a qualified practitioner 
during the interim of his College course, but that owing 
to the paucity of students at present it would be a grave 
deterrent to men entering the profession if they were 
compulsorily bound to become pupils for at least twelve 
months prior to sens College. 

Mr. ALMonp seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Davis did not think the Societ; 


the subject. 
_ Prof. MacquEEN said the resolution stopped discus- 
sion. 
Mr. Davis said it was only the expression of a pious 
opinion. 
Mr. Rowe was quite in faveur of pupi altho’ 
he believed the time of war was not mes i 


it. 

Prof. MACQUEEN moved a second amendment : “That 
the letter from the Eastern Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association be acknowledged, and that the Association 
be informed that at present, owing to the lateness of the 
session, it is impossible to discuss the question of com- 

Mr. Davis seconded the amendment, which on being 
put was carried with two dissentients. On being put as 
a substantive proposition it was carried nem. con. 

Prof. MacquEEN said the resolution and the first 
amendment committed the Society to a policy to which 
the majority of members might not agree. Unless there 
was a proper discussion it would be a distinct mistake 
to send an answer to the Eastern Counties that the 
Society objected to compulsory pupilage. As a matter 
of fact the members only objected to a certain form, and 
until the Society had thoroughly discussed the question 
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he thought no other answer should be given than that 
——_ in the second amendment. 
PRESIDENT said he quite agreed. 
Finance.—On the proposition of Mr. J. W1LLETT, 


seconded by Mr. Siocock, it was agreed to invest certain 
funds of the Society in the War Loan. 


Mr. Upton mentioned the fact that recently he had 
had a case of fatal poisoning in a horse due to —__o 
leaves of a yew tree on the side where the tree had been 
cut. On side where the tree had not been cut the 
eating of the leaves had not affected him. ‘ 

On the Agenda was an item for an impromptu dis- 
cussion, but the hour being late and the meeting the last 
of the Session it was agreed that the item should be 
deleted. 

On the motion of Mr. Stocock, seconded by Mr. 
ForEMAN, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Presi- 
dent for his conduct in the Chair during the Session. 

The PresipEntT briefly returned thanks. He believed 
the meetings during the Session had been pleasurable, 
profitable and instructive, and he hoped his successor 
would have as good a time as he had had. 

On the motion of Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. 
ForEMAN, a vote of thanks was accorded to the exhibi- 
tors of morbid specimens. 

The Session then closed. 


Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. Secretary. 


NORTH MIDLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


[NationaL V.M.A.—NortTHern Brancu.]} 


The Quarterly Meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Sheffield, on Tuesday, July 20th, 1915. Present—Messrs. 
M. Robinson (President), J. S. Lloyd (Hon. Sec.), G. 
Green, C. Secker Smith, A. D. Morgan, G. J. Furness, 
W. Murgatroyd, T. C. Fletcher, R. udson, and §. E. 


Sampson. 
Visitor—Hugh Begg, F.R.C.V.8., Chief Veterinary 
Inspector for the County of Lanarkshire. 
logies had been received from several members 
(al 
e minutes of the last tly meeting (alread 
published in the Veterinary press and taken as send 
were confirmed on the proposition of Mr. Furness, 
seconded by Mr Green. , 

The report of the Council meeting held on June 22nd, 
1915, was adopted on the proposition of Mr. Hudson, 
seconded by Mr. Smith. e following is an extract 
from the report of the Council meeting :—“ The Hon. 
Secretary informed the Council that he ‘had received an 
application for assistance in carrying on his practice 
from one of the members, Mr. B. P. Boyle, of Belper, 
who had joined the Army Veterinary Corps, and that he 

received promises from the undermentioned gentle- 
men to take over temporarily Mr. Boyle’s clients near to 
their own practices: Messrs. Robert Cockburn, East- 
wood, Notts; Harry Fairer, Derby ; G. J. Furness, 
Alfreton ; A. B. Howe, Wirksworth, and Alex. Levie, 
Derby. ‘The terms agreed upon were for each gentle- 
man to make his own ag and to hand over 20 per 
cent. of the receipts to Mr. Boyle. 

The PresirENT moved, and Mr. GREEN seconded, 


that a vote of thanks be given to Messrs. Cockburn, | sk 


Fairer, Furness, Howe and Levie for offering to take 
Mr. Boyle’s practice during his absence, and that the 
Honorary Secretary be instructed to write each of them 
conveying the feeling of the meeting. (Carried.) 


The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Mr. Gray 
thanking the Association for their subscription to the 
Hunting Memorial Fund, and saying that they hoped 
to raise £500.by July Ist. 

The Hon. Secretary also said that he had had further 
correspondence with Mr. Slocock with regard to the 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund and the Victoria Benevo- 
lent Fund. He understood that efforts are being made 
with a view to the two funds being worked in conjunc- 
tion, or, if possible, amalgamated. 


ECZEMA IN THE DOG, 
By G. GREEN, M.RB.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The reason I have 
chosen this subject for my short paper this evening is 
because all practitioners engaged in canine practice 
know that perhaps the most common condition in our 
canine friends that they are called upon to treat, is that 
of eczema. 

And whilst, being most common, is at the same time, 
I venture to think, one of the most obstinate, annoying 
and least amenable to treatment of all diseases in the 
dog. It is not my intention to-night to go into an 
= or minute description of the pathology of 
eczema in its different phases, or to promulgate some 
new theory as to its origin or cause, but rather to confine 
myself to a few remarks en the subject which, I trust, 
may lead to a practical, profitable and useful discussion 
which may be of some assistance to those engaged in 
canine practice. 

Definition. Eczema is a non-contagious inflamma- 
tory disease of the skin, indicated by redness, formation 
of nodules, vesicles, pustules, scabs and fissures, and 
accompanied by intense irritation. 

It affects all breeds of dogs and may be a localised 
condition or extend over a greater part of the body. It 
occurs more in warm weather than in cold or, in other 
words, more in summer than in winter. __ 

Etiology. The causes of eczema are various and are 
of great importance, as a knowledge of the cause guides 
one in its treatment and has a considerable bearing on 
the results. For the purposes of this paper, I divide 
them into external and internal. 

External Causes. May be due to any mechanical 
irritation as produced by agents such as dirty collars, 
too small kennels, damp and dirty beds ; in fact any- 
thing which lends itself to general want of sanitation and 
cleanliness. in, irritation due to parasites, as fleas, 
lice, ticks, etc., the animal in these cases inflicting upon 
its own skin injuries the results of which are most 
pernicious. Then there are injuries caused by the very 
much advertised quack remedies, containing irritants, 
such as preparations of tar, turpentine, etc., irritant 
dog soaps of the same family, many of which are very 
injurious to a delicate structure like the skin. 

ternal Causes. Due to internal conditions con- 
nected with the blood, nervous or alimentary systems. 
The conditions may be and often are ms meg by in- 
sufficient exercise, injudicious feeding (these particular] 
applying to idle, pampered dogs of enene disposi- 
tions). A too stimulating diet, as for example, too 
much cooked meat. Constipation of the bowels, slug- 
gish condition of the liver, and the presence of parasites 
or the formation of toxins in the alimentary canal—in 
fact, any condition which alters the character of the 
blood or its circulation. Nervous causes may be due to 
some condition operating in the intestines and thus 
acting on the peripheral ends of the nerves the 

D 


in. 
I propose to divide my subject into two forms—acute 
moist eczema and chronic eczema. There are other 


forms which receive special names, but are probabl 
stages in one or other of the two hate coma sid 
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Acute Moist Eczema. 

This occurs in all dogs, particularly long-haired dogs, 
and may be periodic. It affects chiefly the back, 
shoulders, neck and thighs, but may be found on other 

. It often commences as a small circumscribed 
patch =, however, may extend until a large area is 
involved. Your attention is first drawn to it by the 
animal licking the part, and on examination you will 
find a redness or hyperzemia of the skin, associated with 
intense irritation. In a short time nodules appear, 
followed by the formation of crops of small vesicles, the 
hair stands up, the skin becomes hot, and shortly the 
vesicles burst and discharge their glairy contents into 
the surface, the hair falls off and a bright red aye is 
left, very tender and painful to the touch. The dis- 
charges dry, and, where the animal can be prevented 
from scratching or licking it, crusts or scabs are formed. 

Where resolution and recovery takes place. the scabs 
fall off, leaving a bald patch which rapidly becomes 
covered with hair. In cases, however, where patients 
have been allowed to gnaw or injure the parts, laceration 
and permanent is often the result, a bald 
patch being left as a lasting eyesore. 


Curonic Eczema. 


Is very troublesome and often of long duration. It is, 
however, not associated with the same degree of irrita- 
tion or of constitutional disturbance as in the acute 
form, but is usually more extensive in its ravages. It i 
I think, more common in short-haired dogs, but, o 
course, not confined to them. Usually commencing on 
the back, often near the root of the tail, it extends even 
to the neck and upper part of the legs. 

In the early stages, nodules form and are followed by 
the formation of pustules and scabs, the skin becomes 
thickened and, in advanced cases, corrugated, the hair 
falls off and the whole of the affected part takes on an 
unhealthy blue or slaty appearance. e skin is irrita- 
ble and raw, bleeding surfaces are often present as the 
result of the animal scratching and gnawing the parts. 
This condition is in many cases most intractable, and 
often tries the patience of the most long-suffering of 
ee especially in warm weather. Sometimes, 

owever, with the advent of cold weather, cases which 
one has been treating most assiduously and, alas, fruit- 
lessly for a long time, suddenly begin to improve, the 
irritation diminishes and resolution takes place without 
any apparent reason. Unfortunately these miracles do 
not occur as often as one would like. 

There is another form of eczema which is very com- 
mon and which I sheuld like to mention, namely 

INTERDIGITAL EczEMA. 
This occurs in middle-aged dogs which are pampered 
and overfed. The dog is noticed to go suddenly lame 
and the lameness quickly becomes pronounced, blisters 
form between the toes, Bese very tense, red and ex- 
tremely painful. After evacuation of their contents, 
relief is immediate, and, in a day or two, the lameness 


is condition is, unfortunately, subject to recurrence, 
and often forms a source of annoyance, as your client 
wonders why you don’t cure them, and probably lays it 
down to your lack of skill. In other cases the skin 
takes on a dry ap nee. 

Treatment. The different methods of treating 
eczema are legion and, probably, each of you has his 
own particular mode. At the same time, from our stand- 
point as canine practitioners, this is the most important 
part of these remarks, and it is with a view of promotin 
a useful discussion on the therapeutic treatment o 
eczema that I have ventured to encroach upon your 
time this evening. 

I am of opinion, however, that no hard and fast line 
of treatment can be laid down, as most cases must be 


treated on their own individual merits. Perhaps weare 
too apt to give up a particular line of treatment too 
soon, before a reasonable trial has been given, and thus 
condemn the use of the agent used without just cause. 

The first care, in all cases, is, if possible, to arrive at 
the cause, for, by removing the animal from certain con- 
ditions of life in which it has existed, you may have a 
far greater chance of bringing your case to a successful 
issue than otherwise. The patient must be placed in a 
large, clean, well ventilated kennel, and an abundance 
of pure fresh water supplied to him daily. It is neces- 
sary to cleanse the animal by washing to remove all 
filth and dirt from the skin. Care must, however, be 
taken to select a non-irritant soap which does not con- 
tain too much alkali or other deleterious agents as 
carbolic acid, tar products, etc., inexcess. A superfatted 
soap such as Castile soap is the one to use. Excesssive 
friction must be avoided, and here I may say that 
although cleansing of the skin is initially necessary, too 
frequent washings are injurious to your case. Remove 
the hair from the affected patch and for a distance 
around—this prevents it from adhering to the moist 
sore surfaces. The patch or patches, if very moisi, may 
be dried with a pad of cotton wool, and your dressing 
then applied. 

In the very moist forms, the best treatment is by the 
use of powders dusted on to the surfaces several times a 
day. For this Fang ee I use the following formule :— 
(1) Starch, oxide of zinc, boracic acid and iodoform ; 
(2) Starch and ac. salicylic ; (3) Bismuth, oxide of zinc 
and starch ; (4) Flour and sulphur. 

In cases where no bevefit is seemingly derived, lotions, 
liniments or ointments may be used, and the followin 
I have used with varying results :—(1) Liq. plumbi, 
+ sone and water; (2) Liq. plumbi, liq. carbonic 

eterg, glycerine and water ; +3) in cases which keep 
very moist and are not amenable to treatment, I know 
of nothing better than a solution of nitrate of silver 
2-4percent. Ointments of oleate of copper and paraffin 
moll ; oleate of zine ; oxide of zinc ; resorcin co. 

The latter I have used with the greatest success, 
especially in cases where the irritation has been great. 
In cases where the skin is very irritable, relief can some- 
times be given by occasional tepid baths of pot. Permang. 
1-2 per cent. 

Internal treatment. In the first place it is neces- 
sary to alter the character of the blood, clear out the 
intestines and put the animal on to a proper and suit- 
able diet. For this purpose salines ma; used, the 
following being a white mixture which I employ :— 
R. mag. sulph. ; mag. carb. ; sod. sulph. ; sod. a; 

his mixture, administered two or three times a day 
fora week. A change of diet is necessary, but, at the 
same time, a fairly liberal diet must be given, and may 
consist of soups, vegetables, brown b dry crusts or 
toast; bay starchy foods, such as potatoes being avoided. 
A whole diet of raw lean meat in some cases been 
attended with much success, whilst in other cases has 
proved too Tripe being easily digested and 
very nutritious, may be given in moderation. Reason- 
able exercise is necessary and in weakly animals, tonics 
wages iron and quinine or cod liver oil emulsion may 


Treatment of Chronic Eczema. The treatment 
here is to a certain extent similar to that in the acute 
form, save that more drastic measures may have to be 
resorted to. Liniments and ointments are usually em- 
a for here the skin is thickened and often covered 
with dry, hard scabs. Ointments containing prepara- 
tions of tar, resorcin, ichthyol, are specially useful. 
Unfortunately the latter are rather dear, and in an 
extensive case may prove a consideration. Other dress- 
ings I have used are liniments com of aw Olive 
oil, liq. carbonis deterg., and liq. plumbi; (2) Olive oil 
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and salicylic acid 1-40; (3) Glycerine and water ; (4) 
Olive oil and paraffin ; (0) p in rectified spirits, with 
oil of tar, resorcin or ichthyol. 

Give salines internally, followed by arsenic in small 
doses in form of Donovan solution and 2-5 minims given 
in food. Diet as in the acute form. 

Treatment of Interdigital Eczema. Fomentations 
to the foot and, when the time arrives, lance the vesicle 
and cauterize its interior with nitrate of silver, after- 
wards treating as an ordinary wound. A course of 
arsenic is necessary, and diet and mode of living must 
be changed. 

In conclusion, I thank for your patient hearing of 
a subject which ee | not be so interesting to some as to 
others, and if a profitable discussion should be the result 
of this paper, I shall be amply repaid for bringing the 
subject before you. 

DISCUSSION. 


The PREsIDENT, in throwing open the subject for dis- 
cussion, said: I am sure we have all heard Mr. Green’s 
paper with great eet, and I am sorry there are not 
more here to hear it. I shall be glad if one of you 
gentlemen will open the discussion. 

Mr. T. C. FretcHer (Sheffield), said: Mr. President 
and gentlemen, I am in the unfortunate position of ve' 
often having to open the discussion on a paper when 
would rather follow someone else, but at an ordinary 
meeting there to be someone with sufficient “cheek” 


to start. 
- | have listened to the paper with very great pleasure 


because as things happen during one’s professional 
career, a class of professional work comes to you whether 
you want it or whether you do not. Whether it is be- 
cause there is a natural leaning towards it that you do 
not know of yourself 1 cannot say, but during my pro- 
fessional career dog practice has come to me without 
rhaps having been sought, and I take it that in comes 
use one can x - a dog unconsciously better than 
another member of the profession would do. I have 
seen the same thing occur where a professional man 
does not like dogs, and nothing can make him. You 
get the same with ladies: you get one who is 
passionately fond of dogs, and you get another who has 
a weakness for cats. You do not often get the two. 
Cat practice I do not like, but dog practice I have a 


| anya love for. When you get the confidence of a 
og you get an animal that is helpful to you with an 
treatment that you may use. The skin diseases whic 
Mr. Green has enumerated are a source of interest to 
me, and ay believe, to a great many practitioners apart 


from an book consideration. In listening to a 
paper like Mr. Green’s you make a note in your own 
mind of something you intend to say, the essayist goes 
on to another subject, and you are so impressed with 
another thing that you forget what you 9 omy wished 
to speak about. t is the reason I have made so 


many notes. 

The original thing that interested me was the kind of 
dog soap to use. Dog ay bs my mind are a great 
source of income to us, use the fiea killing, fly 
killing soaps are a very great cause of the mild cases of 
eczema that we get. As far as I can I never use any 
of a carbolic nature, i.¢., soaps to kill fleas or other 
vermin attacking dogs’ skins, and although I do not 

ea great income from dog soaps, because the makers 
won’t make the soaps which you would wish to use, I 
have to do the recommending when clients ask what 
they should use. Years ago I used to get a soap made 
7 eyes, the disinfectant pal. It was a brown soap 
which, after it had stood in the tin for some time, crys- 
tallised. It was _ pleasant and was made up in 
large and small tins. I sold a great ao large 
tins for horses, and the small tins for dogs. On applyin 
to the makers to supply me with some more they sai 


they had stopped making it and that I could not order 
enough. I have a letter from them which I intended to 
send to the veterinary press asking veterinary surgeons 
to join me in ordering this particular soap in order that 
Jeyes would make it again. I always advise owners to 
use the best soap they can afford. 

er from that to the meat question—I am “7 
favourable to ordering raw chop) meat for dogs wi 
skin disease. They get too much biscuits, bread, potato 
and gravy, and I think if they were put on a meat diet 
for a few days ther, and then on a modified “ or- 
dinary,” results would be obtained. 

Moist eczema is well known to all “d 
people under the name of “ blotch,” and I should like to 
ask Mr. Green if it is “blotch” that he means when he 
refers to moist eczema. “ Blotch,” when it comes to us 
is very bad, the skin is all bald, and I have had in some 
cases to give a dose of morphia to allay the irritation. 
Chronie eczema, in my opinion, is never cured unless 
the dog is dressed all over. 

I think I have given up the treatment of inter-digital 
eczema. Inter-digital eczema if let alone will cure itself. 
The principal -t, ou are asked by clients is, “ How 
can I stop this?” e stopping of inter-digital eczema 
is the most difficult thing one has in dog practice. You 
can only stop it by dressing once a week with a proper 
inter-digital dressing ; even then it recurs. 

I remember having a big mastiff once, some years 
and I never in the whole course of my experience ee 
dog that was so troubled with inter-digital eczema, and 
I cut and carved it about till I was ashamed of myself. 

The treatment of all these cases is a matter of the 
individual’s own experience. Mr. Green brings us 
samples of ointments. I am very pleased to hear that 
they suit his cases. Personally I do not get good results 
with them. Therefore, I fall back on my own particular 
remedies, and occasionally have a fit of change com- 
pletely. I will not enter into the question of the treat- 
ment of the different forms of eczema. In chronic 
eczema if the dog be dressed occasionally he must be 
dressed ail over to do any , 

a difficulty that I have had in the treat- 
ment of small pet dogs is the irritation of the skin with- 
out any eczema. You examine the skin and you cannot 
find any disease or cause of irritation about it. The 
owners complain of the dogs scratching, and I myself 
have seen them, when visiting the house, laid in front 
of the fire scratching and kicking madly. In those 
cases there is nothing like tepid baths with some toilet 
vinegar or something of that sort in them. I do not 
know that toilet vinegar has any particular action, but 
it allays the irritation. 

I do not think, unless you alter the conditions that 
the animals live under, you can do away with this 
irritation. 

I am sorry that the attendance is not what it t 
to be, and that the subject of eczema in the skin of 
dog does not receive the attention of the profession that 
it should. It is such a wide subject, and I think Mr. 
Green is very wise not to touch on all its forms. I thank 
Mr. Green for his essay. 

Mr. Murcatroyp (Sheffield), asked if Mr. Green 
could say what was the real cause of eczema, and why. 
in the case of inter-digital eczema, is lotion applied, and 
should not the proper treatment be to get at the cause? 

Mr. C Secker SMITH Cader, said: Mr. President 
and gentlemen, I should like to thank Mr. Green for his 
very interesting paper. There is no doubt it is a subject 
which we, as general practitioners, come across, and that 
it is one that at times causes us a lot of — and 

y the 


trouble. In a lot of cases we are more worried 
owners than by the complaint in the dog. These lady 
owners are certainly very trying and annoying in regard 


to the treatment of dogs with eczema, and if they would 
only allow us reasonable time we might pemnibly show 
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employ. | acute cases we get 


say I am altogether in favour of that. One thing that 
puts me against it is this: if you give a dog a course of 
raw a have a great difficulty in getting him back 
to the food he has been used to before. My experience 
has been that a long continued course of raw meat is 
certainly not good for the animal. 

In to the inter-digital form, I cannot say that 
I have ever had any satisfactory results from anything 
I have done or applied. Like Mr. Fletcher, I have cut 
them out, and in a few weeks I have had the dog 
brought back again as bad as ever. I have applied al 
sorts of lotions and dressings, poulticings and liniments, 
but I cannot say I have ever had any good permanent 
results. I have known cases where I have applied an 
astringent lotion, and it has effected a really marvellous 

simply because the dog from some cause or other 

has been free from the complaint afterwards. I cannot 
say it has been due to any special treatment or to any 
one particular drug or internal treatment. 

In regard to soaps for dogs, there is no doubt about it, 
as Mr. Fletcher says, that we get more cases of eczema 
from the special dog soaps which are sold than probably 


else. 
should like to thank Mr. Green for his paper, and I 
we shall derive some benefit from the discussion. 
r. R. Hupson said: I should like to thank Mr. 
Green for his paper, and although I have not much dog 
a I have has an interest for me like it has 
etcher. 


- In dealing with eczema in the dog I find oily dressings 
are the best, and sometimes tar. I 
t 


have a-dog at present that is suffering from eczema, and 
he is bordering on the chronic state. He was in such an 
irritable condition when he was brought to me that he 
was almost biting pieces out of himself. I am treating 
him with the old fashioned dressing of oil, sulphur, and 
tar, and he is doing very well. In some of the advanced 
eases of chronic eczema, when the skin has become quite 
thickened, I think the best thing is to cut the piece 
right out. In other cases [ have had good results from 
a weak solution of formalin. 
In inter-digital eczema I generally find that frequent 
ives with as much exercise as you can give a lame 
and bandaging, has a tendency te reduce the swell- 
ing. In cases that come to a head, liniment and a mild 
dressing is sometimes effective, and in other cases it is 
necessary to cut the part out. 

Thad a case not long ago in which the boil, or whatever 
it-may be called, was so great that the joint was affected, 
and it has now united and become a rigid joint. The 
animal was so lame that it was necessary to put on him 
a fixed bandage. i 

Mr. T. C. FLercuer said: Mr. President and gentle- 
men, Mr. Green spoke of a hobble, and said that he 
uses ta) If he cares at any time to see a little hobble 
that I have that is made with straps and buckles to fit 
even the smallest dog and to fit the ordinary big dog, I 
should be very pleased to show him. I| have found it 
the most useful article I have in dog practice to prevent 
seratching. It is certainly of a pattern to suit anyone 
who has an extensive dog a 

Mr. G. J. Furness (Alfreton), said: Mr. President 
and I came here this afternoon not so much 

have a big dog practice, but because occasion- 
one is to treat these cases of eczema. In 


on more successfully than with the 
chronic one. I givea purgative for a start, and 
keep the patient on a light diet. I find in most cases 
the disease is attributable to over-feeding. I use an 
astringent lotion and have had results from it. I 
have treated cases where the discharge has run from the 
ears. I have used a strong solution of alum and sul- 

hate of zinc, and dusted the ear with boracic powder. 
Flaw also had cases with patches on the back of the 
head of a similar nature. I have cut the hair eff, given 
plenty of lotion and powder, and kept as much food 
away from them as possible. I feed the animals lightly 
and do not have much trouble. 

I think the most annoying cases are those which lay 
in front of the fire and kick and scratch. 

Someone suggested arsenic. I gota big shock some 
ears ago. I got some little pills, which unfortunately 
‘did for” the dog. 

I should like to thank Mr. Green for his paper, 
and I am sure I have been repaid for my journey to 
Sheffield. 

Mr. J.S. Luoyp (Sheffield), said: Mr. President and 
Gentlemen, I wish to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Green for his paper. 

The only point that struck me in his remarks was 
this—that he omitted to say where he would keep his 
dog other than in an airy, well ventilated loose box. 
Perhaps you do not get the same difficulty in towns as 
in the country, but my experience whilst in country 
practice was that if I kept dogs suffering from eczema 
in the sun I could not get them cured. I found it was 
much better to keep the dogs in a cool place. I re- 
member a particular case at a grammar school, where 
the animal was particularly well fed. I tried oil of tar, 
lead lotion, and carbolic acid, but with no satisfac 
result. I got a small bottle and a camel hair brush. 
filled the bottle half-full of carbolic acid and haif-full of 
tincture of iodine, i.e., carbolised phenol. I painted the 
wounds on that dog every time I went there, till I could 
see the skin around the edge of each wound was begin- 
ning to heal. I found that treatment very successful 
indeed. I followed up with a mixture of tincture 
of myrrh, tincture of benzoin, and liq. plumbi, which, 
when it dries, leaves a yellow powder on the face of the 
wound. I found the dressing very successful with or- 
dinary wounds toe. I will not take up the time of the 
meeting, but will propose that a very hearty vote of 
thanks be given to Mr. Green for his interesting paper. 

The vote of thanks which, was seconded by Mr. fm aed 
was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. GREEN, in reply, said: Mr. President and Gentle- 
men, the reason I brought this paper before you is this 
—it is not so much the individual case you are called 
in to treat, but what the treatment, and the successful 
treatment, of a dog means to your practice. You might 
have a wealthy client whese wife has a dog which is 
affected. She sends the to you, you cure him, and 
the probable result is that husband calls you in te 
“tit. Fletcher talked about dog 

r. Fletcher about soaps. The soap which 
I mean to be used is super-fatted, that is to ve one 
which has an excessive amount of fat in it, and one that 
has a soothing effect upon the skin. I usually use 
Castile soap. 

_Replying to the questions and criticisms about inter- 
digital eczema, in my opinion the most important thing 
is to try to cure the cause ; it is no use trying to cure 
the toes The cause it us 
occurs in dogs that are pampered and livea life. 
The foods are not assimilated ; it may be tne the 
liver not performing its functions, and that is why I 
emcees y recommend the use of sulphate of soda ; it 

a good effect ee the liver. That is only the initial 
treatment of these long cases. 

Mr. Furness says he does not like arsenic. I do net 
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il them a goed result from the treatment we 
| What I have been waiting for, fora number o og 
Mh and I have not come across it yet, is a specific for 
eczema. What you oer you may get an excellent 
| result with, but try the same treatment on another dog 
is to-morrow, and you —_ as well throw cold water over 
Nh it. That isa ou difficulty I have come across. The ; 
iy main point wit —— to treatment is certainly that 
q ae have got the direct cause of the complaint. Mr. 
i : etcher recommends a course of raw meat. I cannot 
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think there is anything like it. It is no uae walien ree 
push it. If you commence with small doses you will be 
amazed how much you can give toa dog. t is no use 
discontinuing after a day or two—use it for twenty days 


necessary. 

Mr. Fletcher said I had not touched upon all forms of 
eczema. I am simply dealing with eczema, not with 
every skin disease in the dog. You get a little dog that 
is scratching himself in front of the fire, and you cannot 
find ere I think that the best way is to give a 
bath a one per cent. solution of permangate of 


Raw meat is a most debatable point. Some people 
say it is right, some say it is wrong. If you give raw 
meat, do not give any fat with it. In preference to beef 
I should give a little aoe gta mutton. 

Mr. Hudson mentioned something that is perhaps 
rather unique, that is the cutting out of an affec 
piece of skin. In chronic eczema you get such a large 
area affected that you cannot do this. 

I thank you very much, gentlemen, for your kindly 
criticism of my paper. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons. 
Tue ArMy VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Mr. Swirt, M.P., asked the Under-Secretary of State 
for War whether the concession which had been granted 
to members of the belonging to 
the Civil Services, z.e., the rd of Agriculture, the 
D.A.T.L. (Ireland), the Indian Civil Service, ete., where- 
by those with five years’ service would, on joining the 
com Veterinary Service, be given the rank of Captain, 
would be extended to-experienced members of the pro- 
fession who had relinquished lucrative private practices 
in order to serve their country in the baw Veterinary 


ce. 

Mr. Tennant : “It has not been considered n 
to extend this concession to all members of the veteri- 
nary profession of five years’ standing who have been 
— to temporary commissions in the Arm 

eterinary Corps. Their qualifications and status in 
the veterinary profession however, taken into con- 
sideration in selecting them for appointments in which 
higher rank is a necessity.” 

IMPORTATION OF MARES. 


Mr. BrrrE.u (he Chief Secretary for Ireland), answer- 

ing a question by Mr. Lynch, m.pP., said that no mares 
been imported into Ireland from the seat of war. 

Adequate precautions have been taken to prevent the 

introduction into this country of animals ted with 
itary or contagious diseases. 


Neglecting a Horse—convicted. 


At the Wallasey Police Court on Monday, 12th Jul 
‘ore Alderman T. es Bulley and Mr. E. Russell 
Taylor, a dealer, named Joseph McNelis, of 409 Cieve- 
land Street, Birkenhead, pleaded not guilty toac 
of unreasonably omitting to provide proper and suffi- 
cient food, shelter and attendance for a horse, thus 
causing it unnecessary oe 
The horse was kept in a field in Poulton, where there 
was plenty of grass, and water that collected in 


ws. 
Evidence was given by a Poulton butcher, who said 
he first noticed the animal—a mare—in the field 
about three weeks ago, when its Preathing was laboured. 
He had noticed it on several occasions since, and had 
discovered its hoofs were fly-blown. Its breathing had 


ted | free in the field to recruit its strength 


not improved, and he was surprised it should have been 
there so Jong without attention. 

P.C. Williams said he saw the horse on Thursday, 
when it was in a bad condition. A veterinary surgeon 
was summoned and the animal was destroyed. 

Mr. W. Fowle, a veterinary surgeon, of Birkenhead, 
said he found the animal suffering from septic pneu- 
monia, and a post-mortem examination showed that the 
lungs were badly diseased. It was in poor condition, 
but not emaciated. He did not know at the time that 
it belo: to Mr. McNelis, whom he knew, and who 
had ed him on several occasions when his horses 
needed attention, and at all times Mr. McNelis had 
been anxious to look after his horses. 

Prisoner said he bought the horse for another horse, 
a set of harness and 5s. some time ago. It was rather 
lean, but had legs and good teeth, so he let it roam 
He went to see if 
it was all right oy and had not noticed anything 
strange about it. soon as he got to know, on the 
Thursday, when the police communicated with him, 
that it was very ill he tried to get through on the tele- 
phone to a Liverpool firm to arrange for it to be des- 
troyed. This latter evidence was corrobated by Walter 
Carson, a witness brought forward by defendant. _ 

The Chairman, in fining prisoner 15s., and orderi 
him to pay 21s. towards the expenses connected wi 
the case, said he did not consider that McNelis had 
looked after his duty as efficiently as he should have 
done, and he ought to have called a veterinary surgeon 
sooner.— The Bir, News. 


The Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Bill. 


This Bill passed through Committee of the House of 
Commons on July 19th without any pencoqnent, and 
was read a third time. The Bill, which was introduced 
in fulfilment of a promise made during the discussion 
of the Bill of last session, consolidates without any 
amendment the main provisions of the law relating to 
milk and dairies. It does not profess to be a complete 
code of the law relating to these matters, but in the fifth 
schedule an attempt has been made to collect, for the 


Y| information of dairymen, the chief provisions affecting 


them outside the scope of the present Bill. This schedule 
enumerates the provisions of the Public Health Acts, 
and the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, with t 
to nuisances and the sale of food so far as they relate 
to milk and dairies, the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 
1875 to 1907, the Public Health (London) Acts, sections 
69 and 71, the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 
1907, sections 53 and 54, and the Infectious Di 
Prevention Act, 1890, section 4.—Brit. Med. Jnl. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, August 3. 


Reecuiak Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


To be temporary Lieutenants :— 

J. F. Thurston. Dated July 14. 

J.D. puree, &. W. Lucking, T. G. Millington, L. F. 
Eady, R. a cD. R. Greig, K. J. 8S. 
Dowland. Dated J 


J. 
y 15. 
sa, Lieuts. relinquish their commns. on account of 

-health :— 
T. C. Howatson, W. F. Hughes. Dated August 4. 
TERRITORIAL Force. VETERINARY Corps. 


Date of appmt. of Lieut. G. F. J. Prickett is 
pre Gazette of May 21. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 7, 1915 


MEDITERRANEAN Exp. Force. Army Vet. Corps. 


The following casualty is reported :— 
Wounpep-—-Pte. A. G. Burden, 2760. 


Personal. 


On the July, at Christ Church, 
by_the Rev. W. P. McDonald, Rector, Richard 
Stokoe, Lieutenant A.v.c., youngest son of Col. and Mrs. 
Stokoe, of Osborne Place, Chelmsford, to Ada Priscilla, 
Widow of Percy Reginald Miller. Australian papers 
copy. 
GOLDEN WEDDING. 
Wiert—Wypewt. On July 30, 1865, at St. Giles’ 
Church, London, Albert Willett, veterinary surgeon, of 
Staines, Middlesex, to Elizabeth Wydell, of Spilsby, 
Lincolnshire. 


Parr. On the 3lst July, at the Nursing Home, 
Whipps s Road, Leytonstone, to the wife of Lieut. 
Edgar J. Phair, a.v.c., a daughter. 


Perkins. On August Ist, at 43 Havelock Road, 
Hastings, to the wife of P. Perkins, /ate M.R.c.v.s.— 
a son. 


Topp. On the 3rd August, at 20 Devonshire Terrace, 
Hyde Park, W., to the wife of Major A. G. Todd, a.v.c. 
—a son. 


Mr. F. W. Taytor, v.s., New Ross, was awarded the 
first prize in the Thoroughbred sire class for his stallion, 
Macanna: at the 16th New Ross Show held on Wed- 
nesday, ult. 


PRESENTATION. 


Mr. James SoMMERVILLE, M.R.C.V.S., first assistant in 
the Corporation’s veterinary staff, was presented with 
several gifts by workmen and friends at the Georgie 
Abattoirs, Glasgow, on his leaving to take up a commis- 
sion as Lieutenant in the Army Veterinary Corps. 
gifts included a handsome silver cigarette case, suitabl 
inscribed, a og signet ring, and a supply of smoker's 
requisites. Mr. James Cochrane, the Superintendent, 
in making the presentation, said that Mr. Sommer 
had been nearly five years in the service of the Corpora- 
tion, and during that time he had exhibited ina marked 
degree the qualities of tact and cou in the perform- 
ance of his duties. He hoped that Mr. Sommerville’s 
service in the Army would not require to be prolonged, 
and that he would soon be back to his duties as a veteri- 
nary inspector with the Corporation.—M.7..J/. 


OBITUARY. 


Grorce WARTNABY, M.R.C.V.S., Burton-on-Trent. 
Graduated, Lond.: April, 1878. 
Mr. Wartnaby was a Vice-President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1899, and served on 
the Council from 1896 to 1904. He died on Friday, 
July 30th, aged 64 years. 
CHARLES HARTLEY, F.R.C.V.8S., Lincoln. 
Graduated, Lond.: March, 1888. 
Mr. Hartley was a Vice-President of the Royal Coliage 
of Veterinary Surgeons in 1896, and served on t 
Council in 1902-1903. He died at his residence, 16 
Lindum Road, Lincoln, on Friday, July 30th, aged 59. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax 


Parasitic 


Glanders.t Mange. { 


Out- | Ani- 


Period. mals. 


Ani- 
mals. 


Out- 


reaks 


Ani- 
mals. 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended July 31 


Corresponding 


week in 1913 


| 1914 
1912 


34 
33 
47 1 


Total for 31 weeks, 1915 


t1171] 159 


522 
384 
611 


1l 
60 


1913 
1912 


0 ai 1914 


150 
124 
166 


1503 
1819 
2269 


2613 
3710 
4954 


74 
384 


1532 
2071 


107 
110 


{ The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported y Aen Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, August 3, 1915 


t Counties affected, animals attacked : Kent 11, Lanark 1 


{ Figures for eighteen weeks only. 


IRELAND. Week ended July 31 


4 


1914 ... 
1913... eee 
1912 ... 1 1 


Workin { 


Total for 31 weeks, 1915 eee 1 1 


162 910 


1914 ... 1 1 
1913 ... ove 
1912 ... 3 3 


76 
16 


Correspending period_in { 


957 ose 142 712 
200 eee 161 1421 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 
Norz.—The figures forthe Current Year are approximate only. 


eer: > | Branch), Dublin, A 8, 1915. 
or Exposed to Infootien. 


\ 


68 
| 
| 
— 
and-Mouth Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Scab.| Out- 
i 2 3 2) 12] 21] 39 60 172 
2 3 3] 27 82 913 
6 6 5 7] 26 58 | 1001 
wh: 5 | 638 4 7) 36 44 605 
wee | BOB | 451 | 59 2747 | 19860 
| 851 281 20720 
| 537 216 26596 
eee 2 32 
Hil 
i 


